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Site Coverage of Greenery for Government Building Projects 

 
Scope 
 
  This Circular sets out the standards and requirements on site coverage 
of greenery for new Government building projects and the methodology of 
measurement and calculation for the purpose of the required Site Coverage of 
Greenery.  For the purpose of this Circular, Government building projects 
refer generally to all building works under the Public Works Programme 
irrespective of building types and including those associated with infrastructure 
development.  
 
 
Effective Date 
 
2. This Circular takes immediate effect on new Government building 
projects from 18 June 2012 at planning and inception stage prior to approval of 
a Technical Feasibility Statement (TFS) if applicable.  Projects in advanced 
stages with approved TFS and beyond are not affected.  
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A Worked Example for Calculation of Site Coverage of Greenery 
 
Example: 
Area of the Site = 12 000 m2 
 
Site Coverage of Greenery requirements:  
(a) Minimum total Greenery Areas = 2 400 m2 (i.e. 20% of Area of the Site) 
(b) Minimum At-grade Greenery Area = 1 200 m2 (i.e. 10% of Area of the Site) 

Greenery Areas (m2) contributing to 
Site Coverage of Greenery Types of countable Greenery 

Areas  

Greenery 
Areas  
(m2) 

Reduction 
Factor  

(%) At-grade Greenery 
Areas 

Greenery Areas 
at other 

locations 
Items without cap requirement 
1. Roof greening Note 1 500 N/A 0 500 
2. Podium greening/sky garden  400 N/A 0 400 
3. Greening on slopes ≤45° 80 N/A 80 0 
4. At-grade Greenery  700 N/A 700  

Sub-total (A) 780 900 
Other types of Greenery Areas with cap requirement  
5. Grass pavers Note 2 450 50 225 0 
6. Vertical greening 300 N/A N/A 300 
7. Covered greenery areas 

(at other locations) 100 N/A  100 

8. Covered greenery areas 
(at-grade greenery) 40 50 20  

9. Aquatic planting in water 
features/bodies 50 50 25 0 

10. Greening on slopes >45° 150 N/A 150 0 
Sub-total 420 400 

Exceeding the total / combined total cap for 
other types of greenery areas

(i.e. 30% of minimum greenery areas =720 m2) ?:
Yes, 420 + 400 = 820 (i.e. > 720) 

Adjustment required 0 -100 
Adjusted sub-total (B) 420 300 

Total (A) + (B) 1 200 1 200 
 

Attaining the minimum
At-grade Greenery Area? Yes (i.e. ≥ 1,200)  

Attaining the minimum total Greenery Areas ? Yes, 1 200 + 1 200 = 2 400 (i.e. ≥ 2 400)
 

Percentage of countable Greenery Areas 
over Area of the Site

1 200 / 12 000 
= 10% 

1 200 / 12,000 
= 10% 

Site Coverage of Greenery 10% + 10% = 20% 
Table 1- Calculation of the required Site Coverage of Greenery 
 
Notes: 
1. The greenery areas on the roof are uncovered. 
2. The grass pavers applied at vehicular access and circulation areas including access, maintenance access and open 

car parking are countable for Site Coverage of Greenery. 
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A Worked Example for Calculation of Site Coverage of Greenery 
 
 

 
Figure 1 – Types of Greenery Areas (Diagrammatic illustration only) 
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Measuring greenery area on slope with gradient > 45° 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1 – Projected elevational area of soil area on slopes with gradient > 45° 
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Measuring countable covered greenery area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1 – Countable greenery area within the covered area 

 
Notes: Buildings or structures in proximity of the covered area have significant effect on the 
availability of daylight for planting at covered area. The project proponents shall fully consider the 
site context, light intensity and the adaptation of plant species when determining suitable locations 
for planting under cover.  In planting design and species selection, consideration of headroom is 
required as recommended in “Proper Planting Practice- Provide Sufficient Growing Space 
between Trees and Adjacent Buildings/Structures”, issued by GLTM Section of DEVB 
(www.greening.gov.hk)  
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