Hong Kong - Shenzhen Western
Corridor/Deep Bay Link
Advance Enhancement Dredging
Works at Mai Po

ighways Department has awarded three contracts
H in mid-2003 for the construction of the fourth

vehicular boundary crossing between Shenzhen

and HKSAR. This link, comprising the Hong
Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor and the Deep Bay Link,
will be constructed over Deep Bay waters and along
Castle Peak at Northwest New Territories. The works are
under an extremely fast-track programme as Shenzhen
and HKSAR governments are expecting to see the route
open to traffic by the end of 2005.

The Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor will run
across a stretch of inter-tidal mudflat in Deep Bay which
is an important foraging ground for birds. This area is of
particular ecological importance during the winter months
when it becomes a haven for migratory birds. There were
grave concerns on impacts at this area although the
Environmental Impact Assessment report concluded that
the impacts would be insignificant after implementation
of mitigation measures.

Another environmental issue related to this project is that
the bridge piers may slightly increase the sedimentation
rate at Deep Bay by locally disrupting the tidal flow.
Existing sediment deposition is already causing a rise of
the seabed level that affects the water exchange between
the wetlands in Mai Po and Deep Bay. The Mai Po
wetlands are also important habitats for birds and without
the water exchange, they cannot support fish or shrimps
which are the food resources for birds.

To contribute to the lone-term benefit of Deep Bay
ecosystem, the Environmental Impact Assessment report
proposed an enhancement measure to dredge a water
channel between the wetland and inner Deep Bay. The
purpose is to restore the function of an area of Mai Po
wetlands as core feeding ground for birds and to offset
any effect of construction at the outer Deep Bay mudflat
in the winter months. It was considered that the
restoration target at inner Deep Bay is of higher cost-
effectiveness, as more birds will be benefited.

This advance works started in August 2003. Owing to the
onerous site constraints and difficult working conditions,
a contractor with relevant experience and expertise was
engaged to carry out the works. To deal with the
unfavourable tidal conditions during the construction
period and site constraints, working methods and
deployment of resources were constantly reviewed. The
works were ultimately completed timely at the end of
October 2003 to enable Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western
Corridor works to continue throughout the winter.
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