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Latest Progress of Ten Major Infrastructure Projects
(As at 5 January 2010)
	Project 
	Progress

	
	

	1
	South Island Line (East)
	· The statutory process of consultation and resolving objections for the South Island Line (East) commenced after the project was gazetted in July 2009 under the Railways Ordinance (Cap 519).  The MTR Corporation Limited is working on the detailed design and planning for the project as well as an environmental assessment under the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance.


	2
	Shatin to Central Link (SCL)
	· The planning and design of SCL proceeds in tandem with public consultation.  The Administration is studying different local communities’ demands on the alignment and project scope.  The Administration will press ahead with the planning and design of the project to ensure its early implementation.  


	3
	Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link and Tuen Mun Western Bypass
	· The Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link project was gazetted in August 2009 under the Roads (Works, Use and Compensation) Ordinance, taking forward the statutory consultation and objection handling process.  The statutory environmental impact assessment process has been completed, and the Environmental Protection Department (EPD), in consultation with the Advisory Council on the Environment (ACE), granted the environmental permit for the project.  The Administration plans to commence the advance reclamation works of the link road in the third quarter of 2010.  The Administration is striving to ensure that the project will be completed in tandem with the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge main bridge.
· Detailed study on the alignment of the Tuen Mun Western Bypass is underway.  The Administration will monitor and assess the traffic growth in the Northwest New Territories, and will commence and complete the project in a timely manner to address demand.


	4
	Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Express Rail Link
	· After years of public discussions and detailed planning, the Executive Council approved the railway scheme and the special ex-gratia rehousing package in October 2009.  The Administration has explained to the public details of railways scheme, changes in construction cost, and the long-term economic benefit brought to Hong Kong.  The funding application is being scrutinised by the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council (FC).  The Administration intends to implement the project immediately after funding approval is obtained such that the XRL will be commissioned in 2015, as scheduled.


	5
	Hong Kong –Zhuhai -Macao Bridge (HZMB)
	· The FC has approved the funding of around $9 billion as HKSAR Government’s contribution to the construction cost of the HZMB main bridge.  The feasibility study report of the main bridge has been approved by the State Council and the construction works formally commenced in December 2009.
· There is good progress in respect of the design of the related projects in Hong Kong, i.e. the Hong Kong Boundary Crossing Facilities (HKBCF) and the Hong Kong Link Road (HKLR).
· The FC has also approved the funding of $620 million to meet the cost of detailed design of the HZMB HKBCF.  The HKBCF and HKLR projects were gazetted between June and August 2009 under the Roads (Works, Use and Compensation) Ordinance, taking forward the statutory consultation and objection handling process.  The statutory environmental impact assessment process has been completed, and the EPD, in consultation with the ACE, granted the environmental permit for the project.  
· Detailed design of the reclamation works of the HKBCF is underway and the detailed ground investigation works also commenced in November 2009.  The Administration plans to commence the construction works for the HKBCF in the third quarter of 2010.  To facilitate detailed design of future HKBCF buildings, the Administration launched an International Design Ideas Competition in December 2009.
· The Administration will strive to ensure that the works of the HKBCF and HKLR will complete in tandem with the main bridge.  



	6
	Hong Kong-Shenzhen Airport Co-operation (“Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Express Line”, formerly known as “Hong Kong-Shenzhen Airport Rail Link”)
	· The preliminary study, jointly commissioned by the Hong Kong and Shenzhen governments, concludes that the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Express Line project is technically feasible.  Hong Kong and Shenzhen signed the Co-operation Arrangement on Advancing Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Express Line in August 2009 and agreed to further study the feasibility of taking forward the project.

· The Hong Kong and Shenzhen governments will continue to work closely on related detailed studies based on the preliminary study report to keep in line with the development plans of the two airports and western Hong Kong and Shenzhen (such as the future development in Qianhai, Shenzhen).


	7
	Hong Kong-Shenzhen Joint Development of the Lok Ma Chau Loop
	· The Hong Kong and Shenzhen governments established the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Joint Task Force on Boundary District Development (the Task Force) to take forward the planning and development of Lok Ma Chau Loop and other boundary district areas.  The Task Force considered that the Lok Ma Chau Loop should be developed in line with the principle of sustainable development to build up an area for fostering cross-boundary talent and exchange of knowledge and technology.  The Study Consultant will formulate the preliminary outline development plan for Lok Ma Chau Loop on the basis of the above vision.  It is scheduled that the public in Hong Kong and Shenzhen will be consulted in the first half of 2010.

· The planning and engineering study on the development of Lok Ma Chau Loop commenced in June 2009 for completion in end 2011.  Advance works are expected to commence in end 2012.  Some main buildings and associated facilities of the tertiary institutions can commence operation in 2020.


	8
	West Kowloon Cultural District
	· The West Kowloon Cultural District Authority (the Authority) is pressing ahead with the preparation of the Development Plan of the WKCD, recruitment of senior executives, and other strategic tasks to bring the operation of the Authority into full swing.  For the preparation of the Development Plan, the Authority launched the 3-month Stage 1 Public Engagement (PE) exercise on 8 October 2009.  

· Detailed design of various facilities is expected to commence in end 2011.  Phase 1 of the Core Arts and Cultural Facilities is expected to start commissioning in phases from 2015 onwards. 



	9
	Kai Tak Development 
	· The Kai Tak Development will proceed in three phases, which are scheduled for completion in 2013, 2016 and 2021.
· The first phase development covers the first berth at the new cruise terminal, public housing and associated infrastructure facilities.  Construction works for two road and infrastructure projects costing $1.1 billion commenced in mid-2009 for completion in 2013.  Site formation works for the cruise terminal started in November 2009.  The Government is carrying out tender evaluation for the cruise terminal building with a view to seeking funding approval from the LegCo in the second quarter of 2010.  The first berth is expected to commence operation in mid-2013.
· The remaining projects in the second and third phases are on progress as scheduled.


	10
	New Development Areas
	· The North East New Territories New Development Areas Planning and Engineering Study (NENT NDAs Study) commenced in June 2008.  The stage 2 public engagement exercise was launched in November 2009 to consult the public on the Preliminary Outline Development Plans for the New Development Areas (NDAs).  The Study is scheduled for completion in 2011 and the first population intake of the NENT NDAs is planned for 2019.  

· Study on the Hung Shui Kiu NDA is still under preparation.  The Administration will review the Study’s time frame in the light of the findings of the NENT NDAs Study and progress of further investigations on the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Express Line.
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