South East Kowloon Development
at Kai Tak Airport —
Decontamination and Site
Preparation

About 12 hectares of the apron area is
contaminated mainly by jet fuel. The
contaminants contain some substances e.g.
benzene and methane, that are potentially
hazardous to the health and safety of
construction workers and occupants of the
future development. Therefore, it is
necessary to clean up Kai Tak for a hazard
free future.

The technology uses a matrix of air
extraction/injection wells to induce air
stream underground, drawing out volatile
contaminants to a plant for combustion. Air
supply also activates bacteria to break down
the less volatile fraction. After treatment
the contaminants become water, carbon
dioxide and harmless substances. The
whole process takes about 2 years.

Contaminated soil at small isolated spots is
simply excavated for treatment, as vapour
emission can be put under control. The
excavated soil is piled up with plastic cover
at a designated location, where embedded
air extraction pipes remove contaminants
following the above principle.

The air quality is monitored to make sure
vapour of contaminants does not reach
built-up areas around Kai Tak.  The
workmen’s exposure to harmful substances
is also checked to ensure their health.
Regular  reports are submitted to
Environmental Protection Department for
checking compliance with all statutory
requirements.
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