SOUTH EAST KOWLOON
DEVELOPMENT AT KAI TAK
AIRPORT — DECONTAMINATION
AND SITE PREPARATION

n parallel with the ground decontamination

works at the apron area, most of the vacant

buildings within the former airport site have
been demolished. Although the advance work
does not cover the former Passenger Terminal
Building which is still in use until the
re-development takes place at a later stage, the
scale of demolition works for the 33 number of
buildings is extraordinary in the Territory.

The traditional method of demolition with
hydraulic breakers working ‘top-down’ from the
roof was adopted for reinforced concrete
structures. However, demolition of steel
structures, such as the aircraft hangars, required
tailor-made plans.

The construction and demolition (C&D)
materials generated from building demolition and
site preparation works are largely broken
concrete and bricks. The total quantity of C&D
materials is close to one million cu.m. After
processing, these materials are perfect for use in
future infrastructure development at Kai Tak.
As such, a dedicated site near the end of the old
runway has been used for crushing and
stockpiling the C&D materials.

Other materials such as metals and steel
reinforcement were thoroughly sorted on-site for
recycling. Asbestos-containing material, timber
and plastic constituted a small amount of waste
and were disposed of at the landfill after
appropriate treatment.

While safety is always a prime concern in
building demolition, the works have been closely
supervised and a comprehensive safety plan was
also in place to ensure its proper execution. The
air quality and construction noise were regularly
monitored to make sure that the tolerable limits
in these aspects would not be exceeded.
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