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LANTAU DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 

 
Ecological study for Pui O, Shui Hau, Tai O and Neighbouring Areas 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 

 This paper aims to brief Members on the ecological study for Pui O, 
Shui Hau, Tai O and the neighbouring areas and to seek Members’ views. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
2.       In previous discussions with various stakeholders1 about taking 
forward initiatives on conservation of Lantau, the Government has received 
views suggesting that there were imminent needs to collect information for 
review of the current situation of Lantau (including its ecological 
environment). 
 
3.      The Task Force on Lantau Conservation has shortlisted 11 First Batch 
Discussion Items for priority actions, which involve conservation of areas of 
ecological significance, including Tai O, Pui O and Shui Hau.  It was also 
proposed in the Sustainable Lantau Blueprint published in June 2017 that the 
wetland at Pui O, mudflat and sandflat habitats at Shui Hau and wetland and 
mangrove at Tai O should be conserved. 
 
4.       It was also stated in the Chief Executive’s Policy Agenda published 
in October 2017 that the Government would “deploy different resources to take 
forward various appropriate countryside conservation initiatives in selected 
pilot areas on Lantau, such as Tai O, Shui Hau and Pui O, to support the efforts 
in developing and conserving Lantau”. 
 

                                                       
1 They include the discussions of the Task Force on Lantau Conservation and proposals made by the 
Legislative Council Members when discussing the setting up of the Sustainable Lantau Office.  
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5.       In this connection, the Civil Engineering and Development 
Department (CEDD) plans to launch the “Ecological Study for Pui O, Shui Hau, 
Tai O and Neighbouring Areas – Feasibility Study”, with the aim of collating 
the essential ecological information on Pui O, Shui Hau, Tai O and the 
neighbouring areas for establishment of the database for the Lantau, in addition 
to exploring the feasibility of various conservation measures for these areas.  
 
 

STUDY SCOPE AND PROGRESS 
 
6.    The “Ecological Study for Pui O, Shui Hau, Tai O and Neighbouring 
Areas – Feasibility Study” will review and consolidate the existing ecological 
information of Pui O, Shui Hau, Tai O and the neighbouring areas (Study Area) 

(refer to Annex), as well as to undertake the following tasks for the habitats 
within the study area: 
 
Pui O, Shui Hau and Tai O 
 Reviewing the scope of ecological surveys for Pui O, Shui Hau and Tai O, 

conducting the ecological surveys, as well as assessing the ecological 
impacts in these areas; and 

 Recommending feasible conservation measures for Pui O, Shui Hau and 
Tai O. 

 

The Remaining Habitats within the Study Area 
 Conducting preliminary assessments on the ecological significance of the 

remaining habitats within the study area, and the need of conducting 
ecological surveys/studies on such habitats; and 

 Prioritizing the ecological surveys/studies with formulation of the 
implementation strategies for the habitats concerned. 

 
7.     The CEDD invited tenders for the study in September 2017.  The 
study period is about 21 months.  It is anticipated to commence the study in 
the fourth quarter this year. 
 
 

EXPERT GROUPS 
 
8.       CEDD will set up expert groups for the specific topics of 
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“Conservation of Pui O and Shui Hau” and “Conservation of Tai O”, with a 
view to providing independent professional advice on Lantau conservation 
proposals (including findings and recommendations of the ecological study).  
The CEDD will also report the findings and recommendations of the study to 
the Sustainable Development Subcommittee in due course. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
9.       Members are invited to note and express their views on the progress 
of the ecological study for Pui O, Shui Hau, Tai O and the neighbouring areas. 
 
 
 
 
Civil Engineering and Development Department 
November 2017 
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Annex 


